Obtaining Foreign Discovery and Evidence for
Use in Litigation in the United States: Introduction by unknown
Introduction
The following four articles are based on papers which were presented at a
panel program on "Obtaining Foreign Discovery and Evidence for Use in
United States Litigation" during the ABA's Annual Meeting in New York
on August 7, 1978. The panel was sponsored jointly by the Section of
International Law and the Section of Litigation's Committee on Interna-
tional Litigation.
The program was partially inspired by the now well-known proceedings
arising out of the Westinghouse Uranium Case to determine whether or not
letters rogatory issued by the United States District Court for the Eastern
District of Virginia would be executed in the United Kingdom. The House
of Lords decision in those proceedings is particularly noteworthy in that it
was the first time that provisions of the 1970 Hague Convention on the
Taking of Evidence Abroad in Civil or Commercial Matters have been
interpreted by the highest judicial authority of a state party to the Conven-
tion.
The Hague Evidence Convention is discussed in all four articles which
follow, and the Westinghouse proceedings are described in particular in the
articles by Judge Merhige and Mr. Collins. The House of Lords decision
has been reprinted at 17 I.L.M. 38 (1978).

